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The volume “Inertia and change. The social dimensions of transition in 
Romania”,  was  published  at  the  Polirom  Printing  House,  in  the  year 
2011, is coordinated by Traian Rotariu and Vergil Voineagu and com-
prises  14  studies  created  by  a  team  formed  by  sociologists,  anthro-
pologists  and  economists.  The  book  aims  to  highlight  the  changes 
produced in certain sectors of the Romanian social life after December 
1989, making also a parallel between the evolution of Romania and of 
the European Union countries. The volume has in view all the important 
aspects of society, from population to work and the migration pheno-
menon, from marriage and family to education, from rural and urban 
life to health. 
Part I  „Population,  community  and  social  structures”  has  nine 
chapters. 
Population of Romania. Volume, structures and demographic processes 
(chap.one) tries to describe a part of the important phenomenon and 
processes where the population of Romania was involved during the 
last years. There are several “populations of Romania”, depending on 
the criteria used to define this concept; one of them could possibly be 
defined by citizenship. There is also another alternative of the concept, 
that the authors call “official population” and which, basically repre-
sents its effective for a certain calendar day (p.17). Birth rate regards 
births in terms of their results – liveborns - meaning their contribution 
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t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n .  R o m a n i a  h a s  r e a c h e d  a  m a x i m u m  o f  
liveborns in the year 1967, with a value of 527.764 (p.20). Mortality 
represents  the  loss  of  population  due  to  death,  and  these  can  be 
expressed in two ways: in absolute numbers and in relative numbers – 
the number or the raw rate of mortality (p.21). Natural growth is the 
difference between the number of births and the number of deaths, and 
the natural growth rate is the difference between the raw birth rate and 
the death rate (p.23).  
The positive migration balance is a source of population change and 
represents the balance of the in and out from the population (p.23). 
Distribution per gender in Romania is not very different to the one of 
the other countries of large dimensions where there are mainly female 
persons that shows a superior degree of resistance in the relation with 
the  death-causing  factors  (p.28).  The  increase  of  the  average  life 
duration generates in the current populations an ageing process, whose 
intensity is mainly dependent on fertility, the process being inevitable. 
For the current period, where the author includes also the next few 
decades,  the  level  of  ageing  is  amplified  beyond  the  action  of  the 
decrease factors of mortality and the level of fertility because old age 
includes large populations born after the year 1966 (pp. 38-39).  
Labor, the structure of the work force, employment and unemployment 
(chapter two) t r e a t s  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  l a b o r  m a r k e t ,  t h e  e m p l o y e d  
population,  unemployment,  the  flexibility  of  the  labor  market  and 
reconciliation with personal life, vulnerable groups on the labor market 
a n d  l a b o r  m a r k e t  p o l i c i e s .  A s  a n y  o t h e r  m a r k e t ,  t h e  l a b o r  m a r k et  is 
formed and functions on the basic principles of the supply and demand 
relationship. The labor market is in a continuous mobility, with migra-
t i o n  f l o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a i n  s e g m e n t s  –  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  u n e m p l o -
yment, and within employment, between the formal and informal sector 
(p.45). The decrease of the general level of employment and the damage 
of its structure, in the conditions of transition from market economy to 
the restructure of national economy, due to demographic ageing and 
massive  emigration,  have  created  severe  obstacles  for  accessing t h e  
labor market, especially for some groups considered “vulnerable”: old 
people, young people from the rural environment, people with a low 
level of education and qualification (p.66). The policies regarding the 
labor market have developed after the year 2002, when the new law for REVISTA DE ECONOMIE SOCIALĂ 
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unemployment was enforced. The expenses for policies that regard the 
labor  market  have  continuously  decreased  as  a  weight  in  the  GDP, 
launching on an upward trend since the year 2009, after a period of 
rapid  increase  of  the  unemployment  rate,  implicitly  the  number  of 
unemployed  persons,  them  representing  a  vulnerable  group  in  the 
period of the economical crisis. 
I n  t h e  c h a p t e r  The health state of population and the evolution of 
mortality, the third one, the authors consider that health is a funda-
mental right of the individual, and modern society is considered to be a 
fundamental pillar of permanent development. The centralized Roma-
nian health system, that functioned before 1990 and was controlled in 
an  unitary  way  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  entered  a  process o f  
modernization and restructure, trying to adapt the requests to a mo-
dern society (p.95) and has produced important changes in the infra-
structure of the sanitary system and in the structure of the personnel 
involved in health services (p.96). The population of Romania presents 
one of the most disadvantaged health indicators at European level. The 
main  death  causes  in  Romania  are:  heart  disease,  tumors,  digestive 
diseases, traumas, poisonings and the respiratory diseases (p.120).  
Marriage and reproduction of population (chapter four) presents the 
fact  that  most  European  states  have  faced  some  similar  evolutions  of 
marriage and fertility and more precisely the spread of alternative forms 
of life partnerships (p.125). The authors consider that Romanian family 
resists  better  than  the  family  from  most  occidental  societies,  both 
regarding  the  dimension  of  marriage  and  especially  the  dimension  of 
stability (p.132). The demographic investigations carried out in the last 
years in Romania have showed that the level of women that do not wish 
to have children is not that high, but there is an increasing proportion of 
women that, having already one or two children, do not wish to give birth 
to others (educated women, that invest in their career). 
Configuration processes of the Romanian social classes. A relational 
analysis of the marriages for five generations (chapter five) presents the 
reconfigurations  of  the  Romanian  social  classes  in  the  last  decades, 
articulated  around  some  profound e c o n o m i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a nd 
political processes previous to the change due to the events of 1989. 
This chapter aims to describe and examine some particular dynamics of 
these  class  processes:  social  closure  through  occupational  marital JOURNAL OF SOCIAL ECONOMY 
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h o m o g a m y d u r i n g  o v e r  h a l f  o f  c e n t u r y ,  a s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  of 
creation, reproduction and transformation of social inequalities (p.161).  
Poverty and social marginalization among the families with children 
(chapter six) presents an approach on poverty in terms of “the risk of 
poverty and social exclusion” that is frequently criticized for ignoring 
the historical structure of the work relationships and class divisions 
(p.179). In contemporary Romania, a quarter of children live in house-
holds with incomes under the relative poverty threshold, and two out of 
five  families  with  three  or  more  children  live  under  this  threshold 
(p.184). 
International migration of Romanian citizens after 1989 (chapter 
seven) has started with the liberalization of the passports regime at the 
beginning  of  the  year  1990,  and  this  represented  a  major  social 
phenomenon (p.204). The economical transition has generated another 
context,  determining  many  categories  to  consider  migration  as  an 
opportunity to obtain the resources necessary for the daily living or to 
financially support their social status (p.206). 
 The village and agriculture (chapter eight) is today the object of a 
c e n t r a l  a p p r o a c h ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  E u r o p e a n  l e v e l ,  f o r  r u r a l  d e v e l o p ment 
(p.221). The rural space of today deals with numerous shortage, and in 
order to reduce some of them one of the solutions would be to draft and 
implement  some  integrated  strategies  for  the  development  of  local 
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  h a v i n g  a s  a  s t a r t i n g  point  the  needs  identified  at l o c a l  
level and the endogenous potential (p.245).  
A statistical view on the educational system (chapter nines) concludes 
that, in Romania, after 1989, the change of the contents and of the laws 
in the field of education was a permanent priority for the educational 
policies (p.251). This period was marked by new plans and programs 
for  education,  by  alternative  sets  of  text  books,  by  changes  in t h e  
continuous and final evaluation and especially in the organization of the 
capacity and baccalaureate exams (p.251). 
Part II,  Value-attitude dimension and conduct responses has  five 
chapters. 
The national identity of Romanians; psychological perspectives (chapter 
ten) describes the process of purchase and interiorization of the category 
m o d e l s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  n a t i o n  a n d  c overs  a  continuum  positive-negative, 
from negative identity to positive identity (p.276). The mental represen-REVISTA DE ECONOMIE SOCIALĂ 
 
232  Vol. II • Nr. 5/2012 
 
tation of the identity of the Romanian people was given by the positive 
stereotype (hospitality, diligence and humanness) and by the negative 
stereotype (lack of honor, thievishness and sloth) (p.287). 
Research on value and attitudinal patterns (chapter 11) presents 
some of the results of certain studies on the dynamics of the values and 
attitudes of Romanian population, accompanied by a series of conside-
r a t i o n s  t h a t  p a s s  b e y o n d  t h e  o b t a i n e d  r e s u l t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  i n v es-
tigations were made on sample of population from the western part of 
the country, the authors believe that their results have a larger rele-
vance, being valid at the level of the entire Romanian space. 
Basic human values and religiosity as values (chapter 12) shows the 
fact  that  there  is  a  system  of  principles  on  what  is  desirable, t h a t  
regulated the conduct of the members of a society, gives coherence to 
the material and spiritual products and determines a certain profile of 
personality (p.321). Values and religiosity cross paths in the sense that 
a  part  of  the  values  are  religious  or  gave  such  a  connotation.  The 
religious faith implies also an extended cognitive base on cosmos and 
the human, on the societal structure and functionality, involving in a 
more subtle or in a more simple and direct way the presence of divinity 
(p.323). 
Religion in the Romanian society (chapter 13) is intensely debated in 
the sociological literature; the analysis highlighted both the processes 
of secularization, and the emergence of some religious movements that 
structure the significant social and cultural processes (p.335). Romania, 
i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r e s e n t s  a  v e r y  h i gh 
level of faith in God (p.347).  
Public opinion on the political Romania (chapter 14) this chapter aims 
to offer a description of the Romanian opinions, attitudes and values 
during the last 20 years regarding the political space, a presentation 
from the longitudinal perspective of the changes noticed at the level of 
public opinion with regards to a series of problems. 
T h i s  s t u d y  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  a  l a r g e  r a n g e  o f  r e a d e r s ,  f r o m  r e g u l ar 
people,  interested  in  the  changes  of  the  post-December  Romanian 
society to students and specialists in the field of social sciences, without 
forgetting of course, the political class. 
 
 